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Clt Adds Advance Llfe Su Ol't initially until all fire engines are raised to the ALS level, which
y pp should occur later this year.

On January 1, The Ocoee Fire
Department began providing
Advanced Life Support (ALS)
care to residents through our
newly certified employee
paramedics.

ALS allows for critical life-
saving interventions through
the use of advanced techiniques, diagnostics and medications in the field.
City paramedics have finished an intense year of training along with
extensive field internships both ‘in-hospital’ and ‘on the road’ prior to
being released for ALS emergency response in the city.

Now persons in need of emergency care will have a dramatic improve-
ment in the level of service available to them.

The Department currently has 11 paramedics in the field, with several
more in training. A rescue truck, pictured at left, is delivering the services

City paramedics completed an intense year of training along with
extensive field internships both ‘in-hospital’ and ‘on the road’
prior to being released for ALS emergency response in the city.

street on which the building fronts.

Add I’eSS COde L add resses ] Safety so that it is visible and legible from the public or private

Imagine you’re in an emergency situation. 2) Commerc_ial bu_ild_ings. Each bus_iness \_Nithina
When emergency workers are dispatched to your commerual building shall he_lve_ its de&gngte_d n_ur_nber
home, they can’t find you because your house affixed to the front of the building so that it is visible and
address cannot be seen from the road. The legible from the public or private street on which the
workers then waste valuable time to search for building fronts. Additionally, the business name and
your home. In a life or death situation, every designated number of each business shall be affixed to at
minute counts. least one rear exterior exit door.

The City of Ocoee would like to remind  B. The number shall be in Arabic numerals, unless
homeowners and business that its Address Code is otherwise approved by the Zoning Administrator.
in effect for your safety. Now is the time to check Decorative numbers or other numbers that are difficult

to see if your address is in clear view and complies with the City’s to read will not be approved.

Address Code: 54-3. Display required; responsibility for posting;
design requirements

All buildings shall have the assigned building number properly
displayed, whether or not mail is delivered to the building. The posting o )
of the building number shall be the responsibility of both the ownerand ~ D- The building numbers shall not be less than three inches

C. The numbering shall be of a weather-resistant material
permanently affixed to the front of the building or
structure.

occupant of the building and shall comply with the following in height and shall be of a color that will contrast with
requirements: the immediate background material.
A. Building numbers, To view the Address Code, visit www.ci.ocoee.fl.us or

(1) Residential buildings. The building number shall be affixed to call 407-905-3100 x9-1013. We look forward to seeing
the front of the building, such as a mailbox, post, wall or fence, your address!



Contact your City Government

www.ci.ocoee. fl.us CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

CITY COMMISSION As we move forward to our spring season, 1’d like to give a
(407) 905-3100 brief recap of the tremendous growth which continues
Mayor S. Scott Vandergrift within our City:
S « 11 approved residential projects representing 1,617 single
CS.M.M ISSIONERS: family homes and townhome units under construction
istrict 1 — Gary Hood
_ghood@ci.ocoee.fl.us « Building Division issued 341 certificates of occupancy
District 2 — Scott Anderson
sanderson@ci.ocoee.fl.us e 277,442 square feet of commercial retail space added including Plantation
District 3 — Rusty Johnson Groves Shopping Center on Maguire Road
rjohnson@ci.ocoee.fl.us
District 4 — Joel F. Keller « Major expansion on Clarke Road business corridor with several new
Jkeller@ci.ocoee fl.us establishments including Dynasty Collectibles, GTE Federal Credit Union

and Advanced Auto Parts
IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS

EMERGENCY » Several new restaurants opened their doors including American Pie Pizza,

Police/Fire/Medical ...........cccovvvinniinnis 911 A F i i - sy : : ,
Water/Wastewater .. e 3109 China Lilly, Chipotle Mexican Grill, Cici’s Pizza, Quizno’s and Texas
RSVP City “Hot Line”.......ccocoooc.. 407-656-2218 Roadhouse
City Hall Main Number.................. 407-905-3100 . I 5
Animal Control (Orange County) ... 407-352-4390 » New Public Works_ Department head_quarters_o.p.ened br.lnglng the City’s Fleet
Building Department Management, Solid Waste Collection, Facilities Maintenance, Streets and
INSPECHIONS......ovvvvvvvvresss 407-905-3102 Stormwater Divisions into one central location, to better serve residents
PermitsS.....ccccoviviviiiincc 407-905-3104
g:)t()j/eCElirfE;c.:éFﬁ.é.ﬁ.t. - jg;'ggg'gigg On the financial front, the outlook for the City remains lean, but stable. Next
Community Relations................. 407-905-3109 year W_|II remain a very tight budget year due in large part to Amendment 1
Fire which increased the homestead exemption. The effects of the downward slump
AdMINISation ............oooereeeveenns 407-905-3140 in the housing industry will also impact our finances.
INSPECtions .........cccocevviiiiicinnn, 407-905-3141
Human Resources................o.... 407-905-3154 As we move to the future with a more challenging budget and resources, |

Occupational Licensing... ... 407-905-3156
Planning.........ccccovveiniiiicccns 407-905-3157

anticipate the deletion of many currently vacant positions, and only a few

Police/Non-Emergency selected capital projects to reduce costs in personnel and new infrastructure.
Administration/Information ........ 407-905-3160 » 5 . "
DeteCtiVES oo 407-905-3161 While we adjust to these challenges, rest assured we will continue to work
RECOTUS .vvvvvvveerveesereeennnnans 407-905-3162 diligently to provide our citizens with the best services and programs. Ocoee
PUZ'(;C W‘?rtkst_ 407-005.3170 continues to be a desirable place to live and raise a family. It is our commitment
MINISrAtioN ......cocovvviviiinnns - - -
Parks Maintenance ... 407-905-3171 o Xvork RERILn o keep Our COTmumty
SANIALION oo 407-905-3172 — “The Center of Good Living.
SigNS .o .. 407-905-3173
Storm Drainage . .. 407-905-3174
e O 407-905-3175 Robert D. Frank

Recreation City Manager
Administration ........c..ccccceevvenne. 407-905-3180
Beech Center ......... .. 407-905-3181

Community Center 407-905-3182

Tom Ison Seniors & Veterans Center 407-905-3180
Water and Wastewater

Billing and Payments................... 407-905-3191

Service and Repairs .................... 407-905-3192

Ocoee City Commission ~ 'F
40 7 = 9 O 5 = 3 1 O O N.I..a.yor S. Scott Vandergrift

* Ty

Cditor's note

News To You is a publication of the City of
Ocoee, Florida, and is intended to serve as a
forum for providing information to residents
and businesses on such topics as City services,

current and planned projects, and other issues
affecting the people who live and work in
Ocoee. Comments or inquiries on the
newsletter should be directed to Joy P. Wright,
Community Relations Manager, 150 North
Lakeshore Drive, Ocoee, Florida 34761, or you

may send an e-mail to jwright@ci.ocoee.fl.us. Gary Hood Scott Anderson Rusty Johnson Joel F. Keller

Commissioner District 1 Commissioner District 2 Commissioner District 3 Commissioner District 4







Our Children Our Schools and Us

Our community is embarking on a quest to assemble information
on how to protect our children and schools from what appears to
be a school system that has closed itself to community input. Over
the past 16 years of being your Mayor | have encouraged the city
staff to make an extraordinary effort to help cope with over
crowded schools. We have strived to do this and have saved more
than 50 million dollars for the school system while providing
more than 4000 additional student stations within the city of
Ocoee. This also releases money that is used in other parts of the
county. It has been reported to me that our city is paying 38 cents
more on each tax dollar paid by our citizens than is being spent in
Ocoee to support other area schools.

We have four elementary, one middle school, and one high
school within our city borders. In these schools, only about 40 to
60 percent of the students reside in Ocoee. Of the two newest
elementary schools, about 60 to 75 percent of the students reside
outside our city. Orange County Public Schools are currently
busing our students to eight other schools outside our city. If the
students are forced to go to Wekiva and Evans that will result in 10
different schools that have nothing to do with our community
educating our children. There is a lawsuit under way for Wekiva
and probably will be one for Evans. A hearing was held on Feb. 19
in front of the Orange County Commission, (not the school board)
about all the violations the school encompasses to be placed
where they want it. A favorable vote for not allowing the school to
be moved into this Rural Settlement District was taken by the
Orange County Commissioners. At this printing, the school board
is considering options that range from taking the Commission to

court, to try and over rule the vote, to not moving
Evans, to moving it elsewhere and many things in
between. Stay vigilant...

If I, we-you and I-saw our way clear to form our
own school system, all of our children would be
going to our community neighborhood schools.
About 38 cents more per tax dollar could be spent on
city schools without any increase in taxes. If this
happened we would only use 75 percent of the
current capacity of our schools at approximately of
7000 student stations available today. We have
proposed a K-8 school next to OHS. But our help to
the current school board has been rebuffed. This could have added another
12-1600 student stations by 2010. Valencia Community College was turned away
from adding courses at OHS because OCPS wanted too much money from
Valencia for space that would otherwise go unused. They think they are the be all
and end all of our American Dream of Education for our children. Don’t get in the
way of their plan.

I hope you all will please get involved with the effort to return sanity to
government waste and community educational values. Many of you have come
from other places to live in our city and have told me of how things work where
you are from. Here is your chance to establish that smaller school district that you
came from and to make it work to benefit our children. At least keep an open mind
to the idea.

Chartering our schools seems to be the most reasonable and feasible course to
take...please be aware... and within the next few months you may have a vote on

the issue. To get more information or get involved, email

Think, “Rigid Flexibility.”

me at mayorscott@cfl.rr.com Subscribe to the free “E”
Community Gazette by contacting me...mayorscott

Reprinted and edited from an earlier article...ms

City of Ocoee
150 N. Lakeshore Drive
Ocoee, Florida 34761-2258
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