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Rodney Atkins and .38 Special

Ocoee’s 15th Annual Founders’ Day Festival is kicking off with a big bang this 
year. There will be music, food, games, fireworks, rides, historical exhibits, 
arts and crafts, classic cars, a fishing tournament and more. Founders’ Day 
Festival will be held on Friday, October 17 and Saturday, October 18, at Bill 
Breeze Park, along the beautiful shores of Starke Lake. The highlight of the 
2-day event is the FREE concerts on Friday and Saturday. This year’s line up 
is impressive.
 
Rodney Atkins will headline the concert on Saturday. Atkins has been 
nominated for six Academy of Country Music Awards.  Atkins second album, 
If You’re Going through Hell, has been a big success.  There were four No. 1 
hits off this album including the title track, plus Watching You, These Are My 
People and Clean This Gun.On stage Saturday

On stage Saturday

Headline Founders’ Day Festival

After more than two decades together, .38 Special, a blues-rock band, is 
still playing more than 100 shows per year.  With Donnie Van Zant as lead, 
the group’s latest album, Drivetrain, personifies what rock and roll is all 
about.  Drivetrain’s southern-rock tinged, sometimes big chorus-laden 
tracks show the heart of a seasoned band after decades of intense roadwork.

 

Earl Thomas Conley is a Grammy winner 
who has 18 No. 1 singles on the country  music 
charts, including Fire & Smoke, Holding Her 
and Loving You, Once in a Blue Moon, and Love Out Loud.  
Earl became the first and only country artist ever to appear on 
the popular R&B television show "Soul Train," where he sang 
his 1986 hit duet with Anita Pointer of the Pointer Sisters, "Too 
Many Times."
 

Jim Van Fleet & The Reign, a popular local group, won the 
2005 Central Florida Country Battle of the Bands 
championship out of 45 entries.  Fox 35 Morning 
Meteorologist Jim Van Fleet (yes, the weatherman) is the front 

man and leading vocalist for one of Central Florida’s hottest bands. A repeat performer at the 
Founders’ Day Festival, the group is a crowd-pleaser.

On stage Saturday

On stage Friday
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Editor’s note
News To You is a publication of the City of 
Ocoee, Florida, and is intended to serve as a 
forum for providing information to residents 
and businesses on such topics as City services, 
current and planned projects, and other issues 
affecting the people who live and work in 
Ocoee. Comments or inquiries on the 
newsletter should be directed to Joy P. Wright, 
Community Relations Manager, 150 North 
Lakeshore Drive, Ocoee, Florida  34761, or you 
may send an e-mail to jwright@ci.ocoee.fl.us.

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS
EMERGENCY
 Police/Fire/Medical .....................................
 Water/Wastewater......................
RSVP City “Hot Line”.....................
City Hall Main Number..................
Animal Control (Orange County) ...
 Emergency /service ...................
Building Department
 Inspections.................................
 Permits.......................................
City Clerk.......................................
Code Enforcement..........................
Community Relations.....................
Fire
 Administration ...........................
 Inspections ................................
Human Resources...........................
Occupational Licensing..................
Planning..........................................
Police/Non-Emergency
 Administration/Information ........
 Detectives ..................................
 Records ......................................
Public Works
 Administration ...........................
 Parks Maintenance .....................
 Sanitation ...................................
 Signs ..........................................
 Storm Drainage ..........................
 Streets ........................................
Recreation
 Administration ...........................
 Beech Center .............................
 Tom Ison Seniors & Veterans Center
Water and Wastewater
 Billing and Payments...................
 Service and Repairs ....................
 After Hours Emergency ..............

911
407-428-5766
407-656-2218
407-905-3100
407-836-3111

 ...................311

407-905-3102
407-905-3104
407-905-3105
407-905-3106
407-905-3109

407-905-3140
407-905-3141
407-905-3154
407-905-3156
407-905-3157

407-905-3160
407-905-3161
407-905-3162

407-905-3170
407-905-3171
407-905-3172
407-905-3173
407-905-3174
407-905-3175

407-905-3180
407-905-3180
407-905-3180

407-905-3191
407-905-3192
407-428-5766

Mayor S. Scott Vandergrift

Robert D. Frank
City Manager

City Manager’s Report
As this issue goes to press, we are diligently 
working on the City’s budget for the upcoming 
year. The state legislature’s property tax reform 
measures continue to affect not only Ocoee, but 
every local government in the state.  The 
doubling of the homestead exemption, the 
decline in the real estate market and the overall 
economy has driven down tax revenues and 
assessed values.  The City’s gross taxable value of real property for 
the coming year is $2,325,169,608—an approximate 6 percent 
decline in value from last year. 
 
While our fiscal outlook is tight, I think it is important to 
acknowledge some of our accomplishments over the past year.  The 
City’s new employee healthcare center opened earlier this year, 
which will save the City an anticipated several hundred thousand 
dollars  annually in health care costs.  The reconstruction of 
Lakeshore Drive is scheduled for completion in late September just 
in time for our Founders’ Day Festival to be held on October 17 and 
18, and a revamp of the adjacent Bill Breeze Park will begin shortly 
thereafter.  The Pioneer Key Stormwater Pond and Park Project will 
also be completed by the end of September.  Construction of the 
Utilities Department new administration building is well underway 
and will be completed by the end of December.  
 
As we move forward into the coming year, we will continue to 
focus on how to enhance our customer service with an eye on 
streamlining processes and improving efficiency.  We will continue 
our tradition of citizen-oriented government in a 
fiscally-conservative manner.

See a Word from Your Mayor on page 8





The Ocoee Historical Commission is in the 
process of collecting information for the purpose 
of writing a book titled “The History of Ocoee 
and Its Pioneers.” 
 Nancy Maguire, curator of the Withers-Maguire 
House and Museum, is collecting this 
information in the hopes that the book will be 
available to the public in Spring 2009. The book 
will not be an attempt to cover all aspects of 
Ocoee, but to present people, places and events 
that have been recorded in photographs, writings, 
documents and in the memories of its citizens.
   Ocoee’s history began on the shores of a clear 
spring fed lake when Dr. James D. Starke settled 
here between 1850 and 1860 and has experienced 
many interesting twists and turns over the years 
to become the fine city it is today.

   The first portion of the book will chronicle the 
history of the city and the second portion will tell 
of Ocoee’s early pioneer families and some of 
their descendents.
   If anyone has information, photos, letters, etc. 
that could be used in the book, please contact 
Nancy Maguire at 407-656-9609 or email her at 
nlmaguire@earthlink.net.
  The Ocoee Historical Commission also invites 
any citizen to visit the Withers-Maguire House 
on Saturdays and Sundays, 2:00 pm-4:00 pm.  
The house is located at 16 East Oakland Avenue.

    Mayor Scott

Think, “Rigid Flexibility.”
SEE SURVEY ENCLOSED

We want your feedback!

The City is redesigning its Web site and we’d like to include snapshots of ‘Living in Ocoee’.
We want any photos that you’ve taken at Ocoee’s parks, restaurants, schools, picnics, pool, fishing 
at lakes or jogging.  Selected photos will be included on the City’s Web site at www.ci.ocoee.fl.us

Send your ‘Living in Ocoee” snapshots to:  pictures@ci.ocoee.fl.us
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