


    As we finish the first decade in the new millennium and start 
the second, we have much to be thankful for and some things that 
are still unsettling. Over the past nearly 70 years of living in this 
city, my hometown, I have witnessed a World War, Korean War, 
Vietnam war, Gulf War, Cold War, and the fear of the Atomic age. 
We as a nation and city have endured and moved forward. 
    As I have watched and been a part of the growth of our city 
from 750 residents to about 34,000, it has been exciting and scary 
at the same time. The rate of growth has been phenomenal in the 
last 18 years since I have been your Mayor. With the recent 
recession we have seen a decrease in that growth rate which has 
allowed the city to catch our breath. We have had a reduction of 
income, but through conservative budgeting we are in better 
shape than most cities. It isn’t over yet, but there is a glimmer of 
light at the end of the tunnel.

    The recession has taken its toll 
on our citizens as well, and your 
city officials are very mindful of 
that. The E-Gazette I circulate 
biweekly brings to those in need 
some useful information on 
where and how to get help--from 
jobs and finances to food and 
housing. Always remember we 
are all in this together. 
  There are many people a lot 
worse off around the nation and 
the globe than most of us are. We should try to count our blessings 
and understand the plight of others and try to help those less 
fortunate than we are. My wish for you all is a Happy and 
Prosperous New Year and better times to come.

   As the 2009 year ends, the City of 
Ocoee is pleased to announce the 
completion of the Silver Star Road 
Landscaping Project.  Through an 
agreement with the Florida Department 
of Transportation, (which supplied 
funding for the Silver Star Road 

Landscaping) the City has upgraded and added new grass, trees 
and shrubbery in the SR 438 median.  A variety of Florida 
friendly plants were used to keep cost of future maintenance low, 
including Sable Palms, High Rise Oaks, Crepe Myrtles, 
Blueberry Flax Lily and Mexican Petunias.
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Upcoming Events:

Teach-In 2009

January..............MLK Parade.......................18th
                          Movie in the Park...............23rd
February............Movie in the Park...............20th
March................Movie in the Park...............27th
               Spring Fling........................27th

  “The Center of Good Living” is 
not just a motto for Ocoee, but 
it’s also a way of living.  We work 
hard for our citizens and want 
them to enjoy everything the City 
has to offer.  Through hard work, 
diligence and commitment, we 
remain optimistic that future 
projects will continue to be vital 
to our community and 
surrounding area.
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A firefighter talks to students about the 
importance of their equipment and vehicles.

Public Works Department staff demonstrate how to use their 
equipment and vehicles to observant students.

   Citrus Elementary hosted an annual Teach-In event on 
November 18, which gave businesses a chance to connect with 
students and talk about careers, hobbies or other experiences.  
The City’s Public Works and Fire Departments were present to 
show students how they operate different types of equipment and 
vehicles within the City.

Ocoee Firefighter's Combat Team preparing for their upcoming 
competition in Las Vegas.

Ocoee Firefighter Combat Team Competes
 The Ocoee Firefighter's Combat Team advanced to the World 
Firefighter Combat Competition Finals on November 18, which 
was held in Las Vegas.  They had been ranked in the top 64 
teams out of thousands of teams worldwide. However, they were 
eliminated in the first round of the finals.  Their final ranking 
was 60.  “For a team that just formed this year, this is an 
outstanding accomplishment,” said Deputy Fire Chief Pete 
McNeil. “They have already surpassed their original intent of 
only competing locally to see how well they would do.”
    The City would like to congratulate firefighters Corey Bowles, 
Andrew Lindeman, Colin McCormick, Cameron Outland and 
Chris Villa for the exceptional job they did competing locally 
and nationally.

FREE 2010 Ocoee Community
Calendars available at City Hall


